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Too Simple Sara & 
Too Challenging 

Charlie’s Reading Profile

Clues You Have a Too Simple Sara & Too Challenging Charlie:

❑ The student is not engaged in the book they are 
reading.

❑ They may look confused or move through the book 
too quickly.

❑ You know your student’s reading level and as you 
confer or take their Reading Status, you notice that 
the student is not reading books at their level.

How You Can Help Too Simple Sara & Too Challenging Charlie:

❑ Teach students to do the 5 Finger Test.
❑ Too Simple: Teach students to challenge themselves 

and give them lots of encouragement.
❑ Too Challenging: Help students find a familiar book at 

their level. Check in with students often through 
reading conferences.

❑ Have students refer to their “TBR” List to choose 
books.

5 Finger Test

TBR (To Be Read) 
Reading List

Freebies:

Resources:
Status of the Class

Reading Conferences

This is Too Simple Sara and Too Challenging Charlie. 
Sara and Charlie do not read books at their “Just Right” 
level. Here is how you can tell if you may have a Too 
Simple Sara or a Too Challenging Charlie in your class.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Status-of-the-Class-3632307
http://therigorousowl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/5-Finger-Test.pdf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Independent-Reading-Conferences-3610431
http://therigorousowl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/TBR-List.pdf
http://therigorousowl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/5-Finger-Test.pdf
http://therigorousowl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/TBR-List.pdf
http://therigorousowl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/TBR-List.pdf
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Status-of-the-Class-3632307
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Independent-Reading-Conferences-3610431

